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Looe  Urban  District  Council 


The 

Annual  Report 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  ending  1938 


J.  A.  i :  HAPPED I PRINTER  AND  STATION  EE,  L<>OR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Looe  Urban  District  Council. 


Gent  lem  en, 

I  now  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  1938. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  in  Acres 

■  •  • 

1 ,6494 

Population 

... 

3,088 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ... 

•  •  • 

1,147 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

•  .  . 

... 

£91 

Rateable  Value 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

^24,5  71 

Live  Births — 

T  otal. 

Female. 

Male. 

Legitimate 

34 

13 

21 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

1 

1 

_ 

Deaths  of  Infants 

— 

— 

_ 

(under  1  year  of  age) 


36 

15 

21 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

1 1.33 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  consequence 

of 

11.98 

childbirth  or  sepsis 
Deaths  from  Measles — all  ages 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 


You  will  notice  that  the  Birth  Rate  is  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  that  of  last  year,  but  is  still  considerably 
below  the  average  rate  in  England,  which  is  1  5  4. 

On  the  other  hand  the  Death  Rate  of  Looe  (1  1.9S) 
is  practically  in  conformity  with  the  average  rate  for 
the  chief  towns  in  Great  Britain  and  Wales,  and  the 
health  of  Looe  continues  to  be  good.  It  is  necessary 


to  bear  in  mind  that  the  large  majority  of  deaths  in 
Looe  were  of  residents  of  old  age  This  is  a  natural 
concomitant  of  an  old  Cornish  Fishing  Village. 

Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified. 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  —  _ 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  —  _ 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  —  _ 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  —  _ 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  —  _ 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  •••  ...  —  — 

Erysipelas  •••  •••  ...  —  — 


Social  Conditions. 

Our  Council  may  be  congratulated  on  declining  to 
economise  in  any  matter  affecting  the  health  of  the 
town. 

The  building  of  many  new  Council  Houses  now 
reaching  the  highly  satisfactory  number  of  forty-eight, 
has  gone  a  long  way  in  relieving  the  congested  areas 
in  the  two  Looes. 

These  houses  are  compact,  well  built,  electric 
light,  and  many  modern  conveniences  and  command 
one  of  the  finest  views  of  the  surrounding  country  in 

O  J 

Looe. 

The  old  ‘  rookeries  ’  condemned  some  time  ago, 
have  most  of  them  been  evacuated,  and  nearly  all  are 
now  unoccupied. 

Our  supply  of  water  from  the  East  Cornwall 
Water  Board  has  been  eminently  satisfactory,  both  as 
to  quality  and  quantity. 

The  scavenging  of  the  town  has  been  done  very 
satisfactorily,  and  by  the  early  hours  of  the  morning 
the  refuse  from  most  of  the  streets  has  been  dealt  withy 

The  adoption  of  a  ‘  one  way  street  ’  to  the  East 
Looe  Front  has  worked  well  and  the  congestion  of 
cars  and  vehicles  of  all  descriptions  is  now  happily  a 
thing  of  the  past. 


There  has,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report,  been  no 
serious  epidemic  in  Looe  during  the  past  year.  The 
health  of  the  town  has  been  distinctly  good.  Open 
windows,  tresh  air  and  plenty  of  exercise  are  three 
important  factors  in  the  maintenance  of  good  health. 

The  Fishing  Interest  is,  unfortunately,  in  a  rapid 
decline.  There  are  but  a  few  luggers  plying  their 
trade,  and  the  fish  appear  to  have  sought  other  and 
safer  waters. 

Boat  building  appears  to  be  in  a  fairly  flourishing 
condition.  Looe  has  in  the  past  year  added  to  her 
renown  for  building  good  craft. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  1  am  able  to 
report  there  has  been  no  death  from  puerperal 
causes  of  any  description  during  the  past  year.  Our 
thanks  are  due  to  the  provision  of  ante-natal  clinics 
and  better  technique  at  child-birth. 

Maternal  mortality  has  been  greatly  reduced 
throughout  the  County  and  child-bearing  robbed  of  its 
greatest  terror. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
continue  to  do  most  valuable  work.  The  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  prevents  future  mothers  from  running  unneces¬ 
sary  risks  and  acts  as  a  safeguard  at  the  birth  of  the 
child.  The  importance  of  this  work  cannot  be  over- 
ated  as  also  the  advice  concerning  the  correct  feeding 
of  infants. 

Ambulance. 

The  Ambulance  Corps  has  more  than  justified  its 
creation,  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Cooper,  and  in 
many  cases  rendered  First  Aid  dealing  promptly  with 
many  casualties.  Looe  needs  an  ambulance  for  the 
transport  of  infectious  diseases.  It  is  most  necessary  to 
be  ready  to«meet  an  epidemic  should  one  unfortunately 
break  out. 


X-Ray  Treatment. 

Thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  Clague,  we  are 
fortunate  in  having  every  modern  facility  for  X-Ray 
work,  as  well  as  other  forms  of  heat  and  therapy. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathol  ogical  examination  of  sputum  swabs  is  done 
by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  also  the  analysis 
of  food  stuffs,  water,  milk,  etc.  The  cost  of  these  is 
paid  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Looe  Nursing  Association  is  now  affiliated  to 
the  County  and  has  adopted  their  rules.  There  are 
three  fully  certificated  midwives  practising  in  the  town, 
and  in  difficult  cases  they  may  call  in  a  medical  man 
at  the  expense  of  the  County. 

Nursing  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

I  must  again  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  fact  that  nothing  has  so  far  been  done  in  regard  to 
the  nursing  of  infectious  diseases.  Few  householders 
have  the  facilities  for  nursing  at  home.  Expense  pre¬ 
cludes  the  erection  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  in  Looe, 
but  adjacent  districts  might  share  one  between  them. 
The  Smallpox  Isolation  Hospital  at  Liskeard  is  only 
available  for  that  disease. 

Hospitals. 

Looe  is  fortunate  in  having  the  use  of  excellent 
and  up-to-date  Maternity  Homes — “  Dawn  ”  and 
“  Dorrien  House.”  The  Hospitals  are  the  Liskeard 
Cottage  Hospital  (general)  and  the  Prince  of  Wales’ 
Hospital,  Plymouth,  which  is  a  fully  equipped 
institute  ;  Tehidy  Sanatorium  for  tuberculosis,  and 
Joint  Smallpox  Isolation  Hospital  at  Liskeard. 

The  “  Penny-in-the-Pound  ”  is  distributed  among 
the  Plymouth  General  Hospital,  so  that  all  branches 
of  the  Hospital  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  contributors. 


Mental  Defectives- 

Mental  Defectives  are  treated  at  the  Bodmin 
Mental  Hospital. 

Cancer. 

There  were  seven  deaths  from  Cancer  during 
1938 — one  male  and  six  females.  It  has  been  said, 
and  in  my  opinion  rightly,  that  ‘  fear  complex  ’  plays 
an  important  part  in  this  disease,  many  naturally  are 
ignorant  of  the  early  symptoms,  yet  dread  a  medical 
examination  —  then  they  wait  until  there  is  pain — -very 
often  too  late.  In  America  there  is  a  ‘  Cured  Cancer 
Club  ’  with  more  than  29,000  members  ;  a  fine  demon¬ 
stration  that  Cancer  is  not  incurable  if  treated  early — 
i.e.,  before  it  becomes  painful. 

Housing  Statistics. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — - 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  23 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  31 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  4 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  3 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  8 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

A.— Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  P>y  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


2 

0 


B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : _ 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  . ..  0 

(-)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : _ 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  n 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

C  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  j 

(2)  N  umber  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  j 

D. — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  -Vet 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  q 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 


rendered  fit  ...  ...  q 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  3 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ..  30 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  q 

(c)  — ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  q 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  0 


Factory,  Workshop  and  Workplaces. 

Number  of  11  ritten  Occupiers 
Premises  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 

Factories  (including 

Factory  Laundries)  —  —  — 

Workshops  (including 

Workshop  Laundries)  —  —  _ 

Workplaces  (other  than 

Out- Workers  premises)  10  2  — 


Particulars 


Ref  end  to 

Found  Remedied  II.  M.  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  1  1 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  1  1 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 

Other  matters  ... 

Sanitary  A  cconnnodation 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  ...  1  1 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

Total  3  3 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  Water. 

Looe  has  felt  the  benefit  from  the  water  of  the 
new  supply,  and  the  difficulty  of  reaching  houses  on 
high  levels  has  been  overcome. 

o 

On  May  ioth,  1938,  the  water  from  the  new 
scheme  was  turned  on. 

The  pressure  in  the  town  which  had  hitherto  been 
approximately  33  lbs.  was  increased  to  approximately 
go  lbs.,  and  as  a  result  of  this  many  bursts  occurred  in 
the  existing  mains,  necessitating  the  laying  of  new 
pipes  in  many  sections. 

The  reservoirs  and  service  tanks  were  all  cleaned 
and  all  wash-out  valves  were  opened  and  Hushed  both 
prior  to  and  after  the  arrival  of  the  new  supply. 

Sluice  valves  were  fixed  both  at  Hannafore  and 
East  Looe,  and  pumping  at  Bray  was  abandoned. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

There  are  six  licensed  houses  in  the  Urban 
District,  three  in  West  Looe  and  three  in  East  Looe, 
all  of  which  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  ten  licensed  Purveyors  of  milk  and 
eleven  registered  farms  and  premises  which  are  used 
as  dairies.  A  large  amount  of  milk  is  received  from 
outside  the  Urban  District. 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  live  registered  bakehouses  in  the  Urban 
District,  two  in  East  Looe  and  three  in  West  Looe. 
They  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

All  drains  of  15  new  houses  erected  in  the  Urban 
District  were  examined,  tested  and  approved.  Defec¬ 
tive  drains  of  houses  have  been  repaired  and  in  some 
cases  relaid.  A  storm  water  sewer  was  laid  across 
Barbican  Road  and  a  septic  tank  was  constructed 
at  East  Cliff. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Extra  closet  accommodation  has  been  provided 
to  houses  both  at  East  and  West  Looe.  in  one  case 
at  West  Looe  eight  new  closets  and  wash-houses  were 
provided. 

There  are  46  houses  at  Plaidy  and  Millandreath 
which  are  drained  by  means  of  septic  tanks. 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I  would  draw  ycur 
attention  to  the  fact  that  I  have  suggested  no  scheme 
which  at  the  present  time  would  burden  the  rates,  at 
the  same  time  I  hope  that  at  your  earliest  opportunity 
you  will  devise  some  scheme  in  which  I  will  willingly 
give  my  co-operation,  which  will  provide  a  good 
playing-ground  for  the  rising  generation  in  Looe,  also 
a  more  perfected  sewage  system. 

May  I  add  a  recognition  of  the  loss  we  all  feel  in 
the  death,  during  the  past  year,  of  a  faithful  Town 
Clerk  and  a  loyal  friend  to  us  all — Arthur  Peter. 

Yours  faithfully, 

LAURANCE  MORAN, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


